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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Presteigne  Urban  -District 
Councils 


I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1968. 

The  general  health  of  the  area  has  been  good,  with  no 
severe  outbreaks  of  illness. 

I have  to  thank  the  Clerk  and  Public  Health  Inspector  for 
their  unfailing  help  and  co-operation. 

I am, 

Madam  & Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


R.J.  Walker,  M.A.,  M.B. , BCh. 


Warden  Court, 
Presteigne. 


SECTION  A 

STATISTICS  & SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres) 

2718 

Population  (estimated) 

1300 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 
(as  per  rate  book) 

434 

Rateable  Value  of  the  area 

£26,328 

Sum  represented  by  a Id  rate 

104 

BIRTHS  & INFANTILE  MORTALITY 


. 


BIRTH  RATES 


Population  1300 

j | y 

! No 

1 Rate/1000 

Total  Births 

1 

10 

} ; 

Still  Birth  Rate 

1 

I 

1 I 

DEATH  RATES 


Population  1300  j 

No 

Rate/lOOO 

Deaths  (all  causes) 

19 

14°62 

Deaths  of  infants 

under  1 year 

.. . 

- 

‘ ...  . I 

CAUSES  OP  DEATH 

Total  Male  Female 


B 

19 

(3) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

1 

— 

1 

B 

19 

(6) 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasm,  etc 

3 

1 

2 

B 

26 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

1 

1 

- 

B 

27 

Hypertensive  Disease 

1 

1 

- 

B 

28 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

5 

2 

3 

B 

30 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

2 

2 

- 

B 

32 

Pneumonia 

1 

- 

1 

B 

33 

(1) 

Bronchitis  & Emphysema 

2 

2 

- 

B 

34 

Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

1 

- 

B 

46 

(6) 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  system 

2 

1 

1 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 

19 

11 

8 

SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  County  Hospital, 
Hereford,  provides  the  necessary  facilities  for  the  area. 
Special  facilities  are  available  at  a private  laboratory 
in  Gloucester. 


CLINICS 

The  County  Council  hold  the  child  Welfare  Clinic  cn 
the  2nd  Tuesday  in  each  month  at  the  local  Clinic. 

Application  has  been  received  for  the  erection  of  a 
new  health  clinic  in  the  town. 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Presteigne  Urban  District  Council 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  part  of  this  joint  annual  report 
for  1968. 


During  the  year  under  review,  it  has  been  a time  for  settling 
down  in  new  surroundings  and  with  new  staff.  Progress  has  been  made 
to  improve  the  environmental  conditions  of  the  population  of  Presteigne. 

Presteigne  is  a growing  town,  and  with  the  probability  of  two 
new  factories  being  established  in  the  area,  and  increased  housing 
development  in  Presteigne  and  the  nearby  villages  - trade  in  the 
town  should  also  increase.  The  existing  services  now  provided  by 
the  Council  are  being  taxed  to  their  limit,  although  to  date,  they 
have  proved  adequate. 


L.  Allen,  M.A.P.H.I. 
Surveyor  and 
Public  Health  Inspector. 


WATER  SUPPLY 


Source  of  Water  Supply 

A bulk  supply  of  water  is  obtained  from  a spring  outside  the  district 
and  goes  into  a new  service  reservoir  within  the  district.  Several 
new  distribution  mains  have  been  installed.  The  old  source  of  supply 
has  been  abandoned. 

Quantity  of  Water 

The  supply  has  been  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  district.  Interruptions 
have  occurred  to  the  supply  and  some  residents  have  been  inconvenienced 
due  to  their  supply  being  turned  off  without  any  warning  when  the  repair 
of  burst  pipes  or  the  installation  of  new  connections  has  been  carried 
out.  Following  complaints,  the  Radnorshire  and  North  Breconshire  Water 
Board  have  stated  that  prior  notice  will  be  given  of  interruptions  to 
the  supply  whenever  possible. 

Quality  of  Water 

Samples  of  water  have  been  taken  at  various  parts  of  the  district  and 
submitted  for  analysis.  These  samples  have  shown  the  quality  of  the 
water  to  be  satisfactory. 

DRAINAGE  & SEWERAGE  DISPOSAL 


Treatment  Plant 

The  sewage  treatment  plant  consists  of  screens/detritus  tanks/settlement 
tanks/percolating  filters/humus  tanks. 

Sludge  is  drained  off  into  sludge  digestion  tank  and  sludge  drying  beds. 
Whenever  possible  liquid  sludge  is  disposed  of  on  to  nearby  land  without 
cost  to  landowners.  A large  section  of  the  town  below  the  level  of  the 
gravity  sewer  to  the  treatment  works  is  drained  into  a collecting  tank  and 
pumped  back  up  to  the  works. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  keep  surface  water  out  of  these  sewers,  although 
quite  a large  amount  of  infiltration  into  the  sewers  does  occur. 

Periodically  samples  of  effluent  discharged  from  the  treatment  plant 
are  taken  by  the  Wye  River  Authority  and  analysed.  These  samples  have 
been  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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DRAINAGE  & SEWERAGE  DISPOSAL  CONTINUED? - 

A typical  analysis  of  the  effluent  is  as  followss- 

Date  17.10.68.  Time  11.55  Odour  Slight 

Description  of  sample  Clear,  moderate  amount  of  solids. 

Parts  per  million 


Suspended  Solids 

23 

Ash 

- 

Biochemical  Oxygen 

Demand  (5  days  at  20°C.) 

10.7 

Permanganate  Value 

(4  hours  at  27°C.)  - settled 

4.2 

rt  11 

" " " " " - shaken 

7.0 

Free  Ammonia  as  N 

0.33 

Nitrite  as  N 

0.05 

Nitrate  as  N 

13.8 

pH 

7.23 

Alkalinity  to  Methyl  Orange  (as  CaCO^)  56 

Chloride  as  Cl  27 

Methylene  Blue  Stability  Test  Passed 


GENERAL  COMMENTS? 

Satisfactory. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  & DISPOSAL 

Collection  - The  Council  operate  a weekly  refuse  collection  service 
throughout  the  built-up  area  of  their  district.  The  surrounding  rural 
area  receives  a collection  twice  a month  throughout  the  year. 

A properly  covered  refuse  trailer  is  used  to  collect  the  refuse,  and  this 
is  drawn  by  a tractor. 

The  existing  team  of  two  men  for  collecting  the  refuse  have  to  work 
"flat  out"  to  complete  the  collection  within  the  day.  The  bulk  of  refuse 
to  be  collected  is  increasing. 

Disposal  - Refuse  is  burned  in  a small  incinerator.  Clinkers,  non- 
combustible  material  and  very  large  articles  are  disposed  of  by  tipping 
on  low-lying  waste  ground  beside  incinerator.  This  is  adequately  covered 
by  builders  waste  and  other  surplus  earth  and  stone.  Due  to  the  increase 
in  refuse  more  time  is  spent  in  burning  same. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

One  of  the  Council's  workmen  carry  out  any  treatments  that  are  needed 
following  complaints  of  rodent  infestation.  These  are  very  few  and  far- 
between.  Infestations  have  occurred  at  the  sewage  treatment  plant  and. 
incinerator,  but  these  receive  immediate  attention.  A free  service  is 
provided  for  private  houses. 
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Council  Houses  - This  year  saw  the  completion  of  the  Council's  present 
housing  Estate  at  Townend.  This  now  comprises  42  dwellings.  The 
Council  have  purchased  more  land  adjoining  this  site  for  future  housing 
development. 

Total  number  of  dwellings  owned  by  the  Council  is  now  117® 

Standard  grant  was  obtained  from  the  Welsh  Office  towards  the 
improvement  of  one  of  the  Greenfield  houses  up  to  the  five  point 
standard.  This  now  only  leaves  one  more  Council  house  to  be  modernized 
to  this  standard. 


.Although  alterations  and  improvements  were  carried  out  to  several 
properties  it  is  estimated  that  there  are  about  40  sub  standard 
dwellings  in  the  district  to  be  dealt  with. 

Two  new  private  dwellings  were  erected  in  the  district  during  the  year 
and  there  were  three  dwellings  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

One  dwelling  was  lost  due  to  extensions  to  existing  grammar  school. 

Eight  houses  were  scheduled  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation?  and 
undertakings  received  in  respect  of  same?  not  to  have  them  re-let  in 
their  existing  condition. 

Improvement  Grants 

Discretionary  - Three  applications  were  received  for  discretionary 
improvement  grants.  They  were  all  approved.  Amounts  of  grant 
approved  were  £400  in  each  case?  making  a total  of  £1?200. 

Standard  - In  addition  to  standard  grant  received  from  Welsh  Office 
in  respect  of  one  Council  house?  one  further  application  was 
received  for  a standard  grant?  and  this  was  approved. 


Alterations  and  improvements  have  been  carried  out  to  various  food 
premises  in  the  district  so  as  to  comply  with  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations. 

Food  premises  in  tbe  district  can  be  summarised  under  the  following 
main  headings? - 


General 


FOOD  PREMISES 


Slaughter  houses 

Butchers  Shops 

Cafes  & Cake  Shops 

Grocery  Stores 

Green  Grocers 

Hotels  & Public  Houses 
(including  1 Club? 

Fish  Shop 

Food  Factory 


8 


3 

4 
2 


1 


1 


2 


2 


TOTAL 


- 5 


23 


' 
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Xl  & FOOD  INSPECTION 

The  two  private  slaughter  houses  operating  in  this  district  are  owned 
by  two  local  butchers  who  slaughter  for  their  own  requirements., 


Lists  of  carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or 
in  part  was  as  followss- 


j Cattle 

l 

jexcl.  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
lambs 

Pigs 

* 

i 

Humber  Killed  (if  known  190 

- 

- 

414 

228 

-- 11  1 1 " 1 ' ' 1 

Humber  inspected  190 

- 

- 

414 

228 

All  diseases  except  T.B.  & cysterci 

! 

whole  carcases  condemned  - 

i 

i 

! Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  was  condemned  18 

26 

6 

I Tuberculosis  only 
> 

whole  carcases  condemned  - 

mm 

- 

| Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  was  condemned  - 

2 

j Cysticercosis  only 

Generalised  and  condemned  - 

[ 

1 

i 

► _ 

1 

Carcases  submitted  to 

treatment  by  refrigeration  - 

— m 

i 

i 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned  - 



. 

- 

I 

J 

FaCTORIES  & WORKSHOPS 


Premises 

Ho  on 
Register 

Ho  of 

Inspections 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3,4  & 6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  L.A. 

5 

Factories  (not  included 
above)  in  which  sec.  7 
is  enforced  by  L.A. 

L 

9 

5 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  & RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

Applications  for  registration  of  premises  were  received  some  time  ago,  but 
from  the  files  available,  no  positive  action  appears  to  have  been  taken 
to  register  these  premises.  A list  of  business  premises  in  the  district 
has  been  drawn  up,  and  this  is  being  sorted  out  to  ascertains - 

1.  Whether  the  premises  should  be  registered. 

2.  'Whether  the  premises  should  be  registered  by  the  L.A, 

3.  Whether  the  premises  should  be  registered  by  the  Factory 

Inspectorate. 


- 6 - 


